
What changes will the 2014-2015 school year bring? One of the changes
will be Cobb County School District looking at system flexibility through
IE2. The state law requires all Georgia school districts to choose a frame-
work for leading and operating schools. This must take place by June 2015.

The Cobb County Board of Education has approved the initial investing
in IE2 contract and has authorized submitting it to the State Department
of Education for final approval. It will be in place for the 2015-2016
school year.

The many parts of the IE2 include waivers, flexibility, accountability and
consequences. The contract will include granting the district freedom from
identified rules and GA DOE guidelines. It will include accountability
measures commensurate with the flexibility granted. The performance
growth will be a 3% gain in the CCRPI score over a five-year period for
Shallowford Falls. If this is not met, we will have consequences in place
from the board and state department.

How will we look at making gains over the five-year period? The scores
on state and national tests like Milestones and IOWA will be used. The
lower areas are in math and science for Shallowford Falls even though we
increased in both areas last year. This is where STEM comes into play.

Why STEM in the early years? STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) has become a big buzzword in education circles in the last few
years. In 2008 the United States ranked 28th worldwide in math literacy
and 24th in science literacy. Combine that, with the fact that in U.S.
Department of Commerce research, workers in STEM fields earn 26%
more than their counterparts and job growth for STEM-related jobs is
almost double that of non-STEM occupations. It is easy to see that STEM
education is essential for our future economy not to mention to our chil-
dren’s future success.

The students at Shallowford Falls benefit from learning math and sci-
ence skills and having exposure to STEM before they attend middle and

high school. Our students experience the STEM lab one day a week in
Kindergarten through Fifth grade to work on different science concepts
and work through the engineering design process (see below). Our
STEM coordinator, Debi Goodman, works closely with our STEM lab
teacher, Catherine Mills, and our grade level teachers to coordinate
STEM lessons and units for the lab and classrooms. Thank you to all
our parents and community who have supported our PTA and
Foundation, for the reason that both have contributed a significant
amount of money for teacher STEM training, technology, STEM lab
teacher salary, resources, and materials to implement STEM at
Shallowford Falls.

The New Year brings on many new experiences for all of our students.
Thank you for all of your support!

Announcements from Ms. Angelle
Felicia M. Angelle, Principal
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Community Kudos
Special thanks go out to Papa John’s, The Space Shop, and Crown Cleaners for going the extra mile to help Shallowford Falls!



From the Pen of the PTA Co-presidents
Kimberly Lassiter and Katye Whalen, PTA Co-presidents

During this special
time of the year,
the Shallowford
Falls PTA gives
thanks. We are
thankful for our
fabulous student
body, a faculty and
administrat ion

that work tirelessly to provide a superior learning environ-
ment for our children, and the giving parents of this
Shallowford Falls community. We are grateful for your invest-
ment of time, money and talent that continues to demonstrate
such support of our organization. Mrs. Angelle and Mrs. Spiva
continue to lead this school to be the best ever!

With tremendous energy and enthusiasm, the Shallowford
Falls community has come together in Fall 2014 with our
very successful Fox Trot Run that raised over $50,000.
Thank you for your support of PTA. Your generous dona-
tions and support allowed us to exceed our shared goals
and recognize the value of a strong school community. We
have been able to supply an iPad for every classroom, sup-
port our inaugural Arts and Education Day (Spring 2015),
and continue to supply financial support to varied programs
throughout our school.

Our Fall Family Movie Night was a huge success and a great
way to celebrate with our Shallowford Falls community. We
look forward to coming together again on January 9th 2015
for our annual Family Dance and anticipate that it will be so
much fun with Mrs. Douglas and Mr. Puckett leading us in a
night of dancing fun!

During the holiday season, we continued to give back as we
have done so readily in the past. Our coat drive was a success
and will provide warmth to those who are in need. Our toy
drive gave hope to those who needed just a little extra love
this holiday season. Finally, our classroom holiday celebra-
tions also included reaching out to others including
Children’s Healthcare and Hollydale Elementary School.

In early 2015, the PTA will be organizing a nominating com-
mittee to establish our new PTA Board and leadership for the
2015/2016 school year. We welcome your nominations, sug-
gestions, and active participation to continue making
Shallowford Falls the best elementary school. Please contact
Kimberly Lassiter at president@shallowfordfallspta.com.

Again, we are so thankful for all of the support you provide
to the PTA. We simply could not be successful without you.
Enjoy a healthy and happy holiday season!
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Janice Kelley, Media Specialist

What a fun book fair we had this November! We were overwhelmed by the sup-
port of all our fabulous volunteers who helped set up, run the cash registers,
stock the shelves, help the students with their wish lists and take the fair down.
We couldn’t run a successful book fair without you. We also want to thank our
wonderful artist, Anna Baker, for creating the Kingdom of Books. By reaching
our goal of selling at least 2700 books, Mrs. Angelle and Mrs. Spiva challenged
each other to a joust to end our book fair. Luckily the only injury in their fierce
battle was a few balloons. Thank you to both of them for being such good sports!

We had so much fun advertising our book fair with our two princess-
es/salesmen, Lauren Lassiter and Madison Nathan. Thanks to them, the stu-
dents got excited about our book fair!

We have already spent some of the money earned from the book fair on a book
order, a subscription to Tumblebooks online ebooks, as well as some media
supplies. All profits go towards ordering materials that will be used by your
children. Thank you for your support of our program! Our spring book fair will
be held in March!

Our students were busy this fall doing research, using the iPads, studying Civil
War artifacts, learning about good manners, and, of course, enjoying many
wonderful books. We participated in the Hour of Code in December with
Kindergarten and First Grade learning how to program their iPads to help the
Foos defeat the blue monster.

Our media center has been a busy social gathering place this fall as well. We
have hosted the Partners in Education breakfast, a Girl Scout breakfast on
Wacky Hair Day, and our faculty holiday luncheon.

Media Center Connection



Can You do the Fox Trot ?
Trish Douglas, PE Teacher

3

The Fox Trotters are a dance team comprised
of eighty 5th grade boys and girls. Our goal
is to promote physical fitness and school
spirit through music and movement. The Fox
Trotters perform at various functions and
assemblies throughout the school year. This
year, they have performed at our Fall
Festival and most recently at halftime of the
GA Tech men’s basketball game. On Friday,
December 12th, the Fox Trotters performed
during halftime of the Pope High School girls’
and boys’ basketball games. Their most
recent appearance was at the Shallowford
Falls Holiday Sing. They are also scheduled
to perform this year at the pancake breakfast
and the annual talent show. Mrs. Douglas,
Mrs. Mallard, and Mrs. Muller sponsor the
Fox Trotters. Thank you for your support!

What does the Fox say?
Re-re-re-re-READ!
Janice Kelley, Media Specialist

We have our ten competitors for our Reading
BowlTeam. Our competitionwill beon January
17, 2015 at North Cobb High School. Team mem-
bers read 16 Georgia Book Award winners and
become experts at details in the books. The
team will face six teams from Cobb County dur-
ing theCountyBowl. Members of our teamare:

Hunter Bradley
Oscar Ding
Shweta Krishnan
Lauren Lassiter
Mick Marcuzzi
Madison Nathan
Beau Richards
Maddie Roy
Avanti Satoskar
Gavin Smail

Wewish them luck throughout the competition!

Foundation News

Meredith Warlick, Co-president

Super Raffle: Our total gross proceeds from the
sale of raffle tickets ended up at $21,000! Way
to go Foxes! We are looking forward to invest-
ing these funds into our children's education
and the joint Foundation/PTA STEM effort. 18
classes won a Playground Party and will
receive new recess toys soon and 4 classes won
a Game Truck Party. Thank you to everyone who
participated in our Super Raffle. The winner of
our Super Raffle grand prize was Lesley
Boothman! Congratulations! The Foundation
also gave away a littleBits exploration kit to
Susan Sengpiel for doubling her donation! You,
too, can double your donation by asking your
employer to match it. See more information at
www.doublethedonation.com/sfefoundation.

Pancake Breakfast:Mark your calendars for our
annual Pancake Breakfast and silent auction! It
will be held on January 31st, from 8:30 a.m. until
11:30 a.m. Don’t miss performances by the Fox
Trotters, awesome silent auction items, and of

course, delicious pancakes! If you would like to
volunteer to help at our pancakebreakfast, please
contact Sue Williams at suebw@bellsouth.net or
Adrianne Morin at adrianne.morin@gmail.com.

Teacher Grants: The Foundation has contin-
ued the teacher grant program this year to
fund the purchase of equipment and materials
to enhance learning at Shallowford Falls. We
are pleased to announce the fulfillment of the
of our teacher grants.

It is because of your donations that we are able
to give our children greater opportunities in the
areas of science and technology, and provide
needed educational resources. It is not too late
to give. Please visit our website for more details
at www.sfefoundation.com or visit us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/sfefoundation.

For more Foundation News, read the newsletter
at www.sfefoundation.com/newsletter.
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Music Notes
Lynn Boland, Music Teacher

We had a great first semester in our music room! If you
stopped by music class, you would see students learn-
ing about music concepts through moving, singing, lis-
tening to music, playing instruments, creating, and
reading rhythms. It is a busy and fun place where we
try to make joyful music, 45 minutes at a time!

In October, we participated in District 12 Fifth Grade
Honor Chorus. Congratulations to Carson Akin, Madison
Nathan,SofiaPoage, JuhiRawat,RowanRay,EmmaRiser,
Gavin Smail, Gavin Sollenberger, and Anna Trevathan for
representing Shallowford Falls so well! These students
prepared music ahead of time, rehearsed with a guest
conductor, and then had the most beautiful concert!

We had a busy semester of evening music performances.
InOctober the 5th gradedid anoutstanding instrumental
performanceusing theOrff instrumentsanddrums. Each
class performed a complex piece where they demon-
strated their skills in performing instrumental parts
while other students played contrasting parts. It was
challenging, but so fun! In November, the 2nd grade per-
formed American music. We worked on many different
genres of American music such as singing games, work-
ing songs, folk songs, spirituals, and patriotic songs. In
December the 1st grade did an amazing job singing us
into the holiday spirit! These students remembered so
many lyrics and movements and looked adorable as they

sang. We finished the semester with a K-2 and 3-5 holi-
day sing-a-long. Mark your calendars for our upcoming
spring performances: March 5th – Fourth Grade
“Recorder Karate,” April 2nd – Third Grade “Shallowford
Falls Olympics,” and April 30th – Kindergarten “On the
Farm.” All performances will be at 6:30 p.m. in the Gym.

Starting on Monday, January 26th, Shallowford Falls will
have a third grade chorus. We will meet every Monday
after school to work on singing and performing in a group
setting. Be sure to check themusic blog formoreupdates!

Thanks to the Foundation, we have a new digital micro-
phone that will help make our music room recordings
sound more true to life. Be sure to check the blog often
to hear what’s happening in class. We also received a
class set of music staff dry erase boards. Students will
use these to notate rhythms and melodies. Thank you to
our fabulous PTA for purchasing some new percussion
instruments for our class! We have some new wood-
blocks, maracas, and triangles, and a bell tree on the
way. Thanks to SPLOST funds, we are receiving a class
set of iPads for use in the music room! The cart, iPads,
and cases are just coming in now. We’ll be using them
this spring once we get everything up and running.

I have enjoyed getting to know all of the fabulous Foxes
here at Shallowford Falls.

Congratulations Spelling
Bee Participants!

Winner: Shweta Krishnan

Holiday Happiness
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Don’t forget to bring in...

Relay For Life
Janice Kelley, Media Specialist

We had a fun, successful Penny War in October. We battled fiercely for the grade that could “bomb” the other
grades to end up with the most pennies. Our fourth graders came through and played the game with strategy
and timing and won the war. The real winners are the cancer patients who will benefit from the generous con-
tributions through our $1012 donation to the American Cancer Society. Thank you all for your support of this
very worthwhile charity.
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From the Clinic
Pam Heath, RN, School Nurse

December 7-13 was National Vaccination
Week sponsored by the CDC. This year
the CDC recommends that everyone six
months and older receive the flu vaccine.
It is not too late to get the vaccine in
December and January. PLEASE go and
get the vaccine. CVS, Walgreen’s and
Walmart offer the vaccine and accept
most Insurance Plans. On another note, if
you or your child are having flu symptoms
please go to the Doctor early and get a
prescription for anti-viral medication. Flu
symptoms are fever, chills, muscle aches,
and fatigue. Please keep your child home
from school in an effort to prevent an epi-
demic of the flu.

Trish Douglas and Michelle Mallard, PE Teachers

A huge THANK YOU goes to our 50 Foxes and their families for joining with the American Heart
Association and us in the fight against heart disease and stroke. Students in grades 3rd-5th raised
$2,688.51 this year for the American Heart Association. These contributions will help fund research,
education and advocacy efforts that lead to lifesaving breakthroughs. Parents and family members
attended the JRFH event and some of our students jumped in memory or honor of a loved one.

The Top 3 Money Collectors were: Joseph Sengpiel with $225.00, Gavin Sollenberger with $210.00,
and Sean Michael Boothman with $200.00. The Class Award for having the most students partici-
pating goes to Mrs. Huie’s 3rd Graders and Ms. Svagdis’ 5th Graders with 7 students each jumping.
Brooke Lassiter and Thomas Bailey both won big candy bars in our Guess the Flag Colors Contest.

Our students worked hard this year toward achieving our goal of $4,250.00. The students were
hoping to see Mrs. Douglas and Mrs. Mallard teaching in costumes chosen by the JRFH partici-
pants. Unfortunately, we did not achieve our goal this year.

Thanks again for all of your support! You Rock!

Jump Rope for Heart
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Leah Wilson, Technology Teacher

The Hour of Code was a huge success! A BIG thank you to all of our
volunteers who came out and spoke to the kids about your STEM
related careers. It really brought the exciting possibilities of these
careers to life! There have also been several students who have
voiced an interest in coding in the weeks since the event and we are
very excited to keep coding incorporated into the curriculum.

Thanks to our hard-working and very generous Foundation, the
Tech Lab has just received LEGO We-dos and Bee-Bots. Grades 2-5
will be using the LEGO We-Dos to build and program working mod-
els and then use the models for different purposes, depending on
the theme of the activity and its focused subject matter in science,
technology, mathematics, and language. Kindergarten and First will
use the Bee-Bots to help develop sequencing, estimation and prob-
lem-solving skills by programing a robot to move through subject-
based mazes. Our kids here at the Falls are very lucky to have such
amazing resources available to them thanks to all of your support!


